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International Day of Forests2023 Celebrationsby ICFRE-IFGTB EIACP PC RP

As a part of Azdi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) aviidsion LiFE

EIACP (Environmental Information, Awareness, Capacity Building and Livelihood &roge)
Programme Centre (erstwhile IFGEBNVIS) RP at the ICFRE Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree
Breeding, Coimbatoreommemoratedhe International Day of Forests 2028/ organizing aTree
Sapling Planting Programm&he main aim of this event was to create and spread awareness aboU the
importance of tree planting and role of individuals in protecting the environment from degradingg by
planting indigenous trees.

Dr C Kunhikannan, DirectotCFRE -IFGTB inaugurated th@rogrammeDuring his Special address
the Directorspoke on the various benefits provided byittakgenous tree®r Kunhikannan highlighted
that trees are the most precious gift given to mankind and it is our duty to preserve it. From birdg§ and
insects, tdats and squirrels, trees provide a canopy and a habitat for many species of wildlife. Bufgthey

dondét just act as a home for wildlife; the rt
emphasized that humans are dependent on treesefioméreds. The need of the hour is that all th
destruction caused by humans can only be balanced by planting more number of trees. He urgef§ all t
plant more trees whenever possible and save the environment.

Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and Coorttiin&NVIS spoke on the significanoécelebratinghe
International Day of Forestand also gave an insight to the equinoXes,days when the Sun is exactly]
above the Equator, which makes day and night of equal enthile explaining aboufi For e s tffs
Heal t ho, t hthemelr Wargenhighlighted thabygplanting more trees, it will contribute

to global reforestation efforts, restoring lost forests, repairing damaged ecosystems and mitigating
climate changeCurrent forest covestatistics in the country was also shared by Dr Warrlgr States

in India have achieved the target of 33% forest cover and Tamil Nadu stands 7th in terms of total forest
area in India.

Shri Saravanan, Senior Manager, Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL), Coimbatore region also sgoke
about the importance of planting saplings of native trees.

Saplings ofvariousindigenous medicial and timber tree species likeus racemoséAthi), Terminalia
arjuna (Neer maruthy)Magnolia champacdSenbagam)Mimusops eleng{Magilam), Calophyllum
inophyllum(Punai),Bischofia javanicaShola vengai)Syzygium cumin(Naval), ,Simarouna glauca
(Sorga maram) andtrocarpus hirsutugPala)etc. were planted in the Botanical Garden by officery
staff membersscholars and interns of ICFREGTB.

An awareness poster highlighting tsignificanceof forestswas released during the occasion amile
shared with all the stakeholde&wareness handouts were disseminated to school children and ghe
general public. Dr S. VigneswaraeniorProgramme Officer, EIACP PC RP proposed vote of thanky.









