Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding
Guest talk on "The State and I" by Smt. N. V. Sreejaya,
ya, Advocate (India), Solicitor (England and Wales)
Second event held at IFGTB on 3 January 2020 commemorating the 70 year of the adoption of the Constitution of India.
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India is celebrating the 70th year of adoption of the Con
Constitution. In this context, IFGTB is conducting an
awareness campaign focused on citizen
citizen’s duties including fundamental
al duties as enshrined in the
constitution. A guest talk on "The
The State and II" by Smt. N. V. Sreejaya,
ya, Advocate (India), Solicitor (England
and Wales) was organized at IFGTB. The session started with the opening remarks by Dr. Mathish N.V.,
Scientist – F, IFGTB, who introduced the lead speaker Smt. N. V. Sreejaya,
ya, Advocate (India), Solicitor
(England and Wales) to the audience
audience. Welcoming the speaker, the Director, IFGTB, Dr. S. Murugesan,
briefed about the importance of celebrating the 70 th year of the adoption of Constitution of India.
The Guest speaker Smt. N. V. Sre
Sreejaya, opined that citizens are generally more aware of their
fundamental rights than fundamental duties. The speaker emphasized that it becomes the responsibility
of every citizen to be aware of the fundamental duties and not be negligent
negligent. Many
any of the court cases are
often due to the lack of awareness of one’s fundamental duties
duties. Several examples in homes, work
environment and public places were cited to sensitize the audience of one’s fundamental duties in these
situations. The duties of the employer in providing a safe working environment for the employees, and
more particularly women employees were highlighted
highlighted. The speaker cautioned that not doing so would
result in huge loss in terms of money, life, time and energy.

During the discussion Dr. Anandalakshmi, Scientist-F, inquired about the provision of insurance for
labourers who perform dangerous tasks like climbing trees for collecting seeds. The speaker informed
that insurance companies have policies for indeterminate individuals. The example of insurance for
pillion riders on two wheelers was cited.
Dr. Mathish inquired if the reasons for a more orderly society in the Europe and US were due to a
greater awareness of citizens duties. The speaker opined that strict law enforcement in these countries
is the major differentiating reason. The speaker added that the laws, rules and regulations are strictly
followed by citizens and adequate measures taken by the State to avoid repeat offences.
Dr. D.R.S. Sekar, Scientist F, informed that fundamental duties also encompass other aspects like
conservation of national heritage. Dr. Sreejaya assentingly added that effective implementation of such
fundamental duties often required enactment of guidelines, citing the case of the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act, 2013
The Director thanked the speaker for sensitizing the audience on various fundamental duties, and

further informed that the institute would be continuing the awareness campaign in
the coming months through various activities like conducing quiz competitions and
mock parliaments, screening the movie of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, and uploading
material from the department of Justice in the Institutes website. The programme ended
with a formal vote of thanks by Shri. L. Manimuthu, ACTO, IFGTB.

