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Observance of World Soil Day 2019 by ENVIS, IFGTB
The ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement
at IFGTB observed World Soil Day 2019 on 05th December, 2019. The primary
objective of the observance was to highlight soil's importance on Earth and to protect
the environment from soil erosion for sustainable future. The programme began with
an invocation in Sanskrit on the significance of conservation of nature and natural
resources by Dr Kannan C.S. Warrier, Scientist F & Coordinator ENVIS.
He welcomed the gathering and gave an overview on the theme of the World Soil
Day 2019 prescribed by the FAO “Stop Soil Erosion, Save Our Future”.
He described the various factors causing soil erosion and how it could lead up to a
loss of 50% in crop yields. He also gave an insight to the severity and extent of soil
degradation in the country and highlighted that India loses up to Rs.6800 crores
annually due to soil erosion. Soil loss and degradation were not recoverable within a
human lifespan, he added. Dr R.Yasodha, Scientist G and Director in-charge, IFGTB
in her special address emphasised the importance of conservation and management
of the soil resources in the country. She also elaborated on the ill effects of
deforestation
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Dr K.K. Krishnamurthi, Chairman Indian Society for Certification of Organic Products
(ISCOP), Krishnamurthi International Agriculture Development Foundation and
former Dean, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore graced the
function as Chief Guest and presented a lead lecture on the significance of soil
conservation and how unsustainable agricultural practices and developmental
activities deteriorate the various soil properties. He presented a comparison of
various soil properties and functions in human body. Dr K.K. Krishnamurthi also
highlighted the importance of our soil resources and the necessity for their effective
and sustainable management. An awareness poster highlighting the theme was
released during the occasion. Awareness poster and handouts were distributed
among school and college students. Soft copies of them were also sent to all in the
mailing list and Whats App broadcast of IFGTB ENVIS. Dr S. Vigneswaran,
Programme Officer ENVIS proposed the vote of thanks. The details on the
observance of World Soil Day 2019 by IFGTB ENVIS has found a place in the FAO
website.

