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World Environment Day 2022 Celebrations by IFGTB ENVIS
As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) and Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB), ENVIS
Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at the Institute of Forest
Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore (IFGTB ENVIS) marked the World Environment Day
2022 by organizing an awareness event. The main objective of the event is to create awareness
among students and general public about the significance of environment and the role of individual
in conserving the natural resources.
Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator during his opening remarks
highlighted the current year’s theme “Only One Earth” and explained about the history of World
Environment Celebrations. Dr Warrier,

in his awareness lecture explained that healthier

ecosystems, with richer biodiversity, yield greater benefits such as more fertile soils, bigger yields
of timber and fish, and larger stores of greenhouse gases. The 2022 World Environment Day
campaign #OnlyOneEarth calls for collective, transformative action on a global scale to celebrate,
protect and restore our planet. Restoration can happen in many ways – for example through
actively planting or by removing pressures so that nature can recover on its own. It is not always
possible – or desirable – to return an ecosystem to its original state. We still need farmland and
infrastructure on land that was once forest, for instance, and ecosystems, like societies, need to
adapt to a changing climate, he added. Dr Kannan emphasised that all kinds of ecosystems
including forests, farmlands, cities, wetlands and oceans should be restored at the earliest.
Restoration initiatives can be launched by almost anyone, from governments and development
agencies to businesses, communities and individuals.
Dr R. Yasodha, Scientist G and Group Coordinator Research inaugurated the event and
highlighted that Earth is the only known planet in the universe with life. As a result, we must relish
and preserve what we receive from Mother Nature. However, we are misusing resources and
exploiting the manual gifts that have been so heavily endowed upon us. Overuse and misuse of all
the natural resources are causing environmental degradation at an alarming rate, she added.
Dr Yasodha emphasised that the practice of ecological restoration such as erosion control,
reforestation, removal of non-native species and weeds, re-vegetation of disturbed areas, day
lighting streams, reintroduction of native species, as well as habitat and range improvement for
targeted species should be practiced in order to restore various ecosystems. She urged that because
we are all part of the biosphere, environmental protection is a personal and individual obligation
for all humans and requested all to join hands to conserve the environment.

A song on nature written by Ms Sreedevi Unnikrishanan, music and rendition by Dr Kannan CS
Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator was released during the event. As a part of the
celebration an online painting competition on the theme “Significance of Environment” was
conducted for people of all walks of life. E-certificate was awarded to all the participants. An
awareness poster highlighting the current year’s theme “Only One Earth” was released during this
occasion. Copies of the poster and handouts were distributed to the school children in and around
Coimbatore. Softcopy of the awareness poster, handouts and the link to the song on nature were
shared electronically to various stakeholders. Dr S. Vigneswaran, senior programme officer
proposed the vote of thanks. All the events were registered with United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) worldwide events.

