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Van Mahotsav 2020 by organizing a Tree Planting Programme on 03.07.2020 following
social distancing in the light of Covid-19. The main aim of this event was to create and
spread awareness about the importance of trees and to protect the environment from
degrading by planting indigenous trees.
Dr C Kunhikannan, Director, IFGTB inaugurated the function and released an awareness
poster for students. In his address, Dr Kunhikannan explained the disastrous impacts of
monoculture on the ecology and stressed on the need for planting resilient native tree
species to maintain ecological balance.
Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator spoke on the significance of
this annual tree planting festival in India started by K.M. Munshi, the then Union Minister
for Agriculture and Food in 1950. In 2019, the world lost 38 lakh hectares of tropical
primary forest, equivalent to losing a football ground area of forests every six seconds. In
India, however, an increase of 0.65% forests over the previous assessment in 2017 has
been reported, he pointed out. Increased awareness and conservation strategies have
resulted in safeguarding the invaluable tree resources, he added.
Saplings of indigenous medicinal and fruit tree species like Syzygium cumini (Jamun),
Terminalia bellirica (Belleric Myrobalan), an ingredient of ‘Triphala’, Thespesia populnea
(Portia tree, Poovarasu), Ficus benghalensis (Banyan), Terminalia catappa (Indian
Almond) etc. were planted in Forest Campus by officers, staff members and students.
A theme song ‘Kadarivu’ composed by Dr Kannan CS Warrier for Kerala Forests and
Wildlife Department for this Van Mahotsav was released online through Facebook live
earlier by Adv. K Raju, Honourable Minister of Forests, Kerala. Shri P. Jayachandran,
renowned play back singer has sung this awareness song on forests penned by
Shri Pramod Krishnan, Chief Conservator of Forests.
Soft copies of the poster were transmitted electronically among the different stake
holders. Dr T Vamadevan, Information Officer proposed the vote of thanks.

