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ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at the
Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore with the Ministry of
Environment Forest and Climate Change organized a Webinar on “Smarter Strategies
for Biodiversity Conservation” to mark the International Day for Biological Diversity
on 22.05.2020. As a precautionary measure to contain the spread of the COVID-19, the
event was conducted through Google Meet. Participants numbering 280 from various
parts of the country had registered for the event.

Shri S Senthilkumar, Director, IFGTB released an awareness poster on the varying
dimensions of biodiversity.
Dr C Kunhikannan, Scientist G spoke on “Our Solutions are in Nature”. He elaborated
on the importance of basic principles of ecology, the ecosystem functions; food chain,
food web and their connectivity in nature. If any connectivity get detached problems
starts. Threat to the pollinators and food safety aspects were also discussed. He
explained the law of nature by giving four examples, restoration of forest and grasslands
on mountains, bringing greenery to cities, importance of pollination and food safety.
Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator presented on “Sacred Groves
and their Incomparable Values”. He highlighted that ancient sacred groves should be
treated as possessing incomparable values and should be protected like how we protect
monuments like Taj Mahal and charismatic species like tiger. May valuable medicinal
plants and wild relative of cultivated species are present in sacred groves that have
immense value in species improvement programmes. They are the abode of many
endemic species including critically endangered tree species. He urged that we all should
understand the importance of the sacred groves and join hands to avoid further
deterioration to these invaluable resource pockets of biodiversity.

Dr S Vigneswaran, Programme Officer, ENVIS moderated the digital interaction meet.
E-Certificate was awarded to all the registered participants. Digital copy of the awareness
poster was disseminated to the stakeholders electronically.

