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Digital Observance of Earth Day, 2020
by ENVIS, IFGTB through Facebook Live
ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at IFGTB,
Coimbatore marked the 50th anniversary of Earth Day digitally on 22.04.2020. As a
precautionary measure to contain the spread of the COVID-19, the event was organized
without public gathering through Facebook live. The programme has been registered with
the global Earth Day Network.
The proceedings began with an invocation on Nature in Sanskrit, “Prakruti Vandanam”
composed as a “Raga Malika” by Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and Coordinator
ENVIS in diverse ragas in Carnatic music. During his welcome speech,
Dr Kannan CS Warrier highlighted that the first Earth Day, in 1970 is credited with
launching the modern environmental movement, and is now recognized as the planet’s
largest civic event. From shifting weather patterns that threaten food production, to rising
sea levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of climate change
are global in scope and unprecedented in scale. Speaking on the carbon stock of India’s
forests based on the statistics of Forest Survey of India, he pointed out that the per
hectare carbon stock at the national level is 100.03 tonnes and only 11 states and UTs
could record a carbon stock above the national average. Though the southern states of
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala were among the four top ranked
states, in terms of tree diversity, they were at 7th, 11th, 12th and 13th positions in terms
of carbon stock and Kerala with 100.72 tonnes is the only south Indian state with a per
hectare carbon stock above the national average. Shri. S. Senthilkumar, IFS., Director,
IFGTB in his special address explained that the Earth’s climate has always changed and
evolved. Some of these changes have been due to natural causes but others were
attributed by human activities such as deforestation, emissions from industries and
burning of fossil fuels. Recent research indicates that the climate system is influenced by
human activities and resulted in global warming since 1950s, he added. He explained that
observance of events like Earth Day brings people closer to earth. Shri S. Senthilkumar
urged all to preserve earth’s natural resources by changing our daily habits, planting more
trees, making efforts towards promoting the concept of cleaner production and requested
all to follow 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). An awareness poster highlighting the
theme “Climate Action” was released during the occasion. Softcopies of the poster and
handouts were transmitted electronically to all the stakeholders. Hard copies will be
distributed
to
school
children
and
college
students
after
reopening.
Dr S. Vigneswaran, Programme Officer ENVIS proposed the vote of thanks. The event
can be accessed at https://www.facebook.com/ifgtbenvisrp/videos/2493868984275191/.

