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World Ozone Day 2020 Celebrations by IFGTB ENVIS
The ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at the
Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Coimbatore marked the World Ozone Day
2020 digitally by organizing an online awareness programme through Facebook live. An
online awareness quiz on ozone was also organized for students and people from all walks of
life, and about 1000 individuals took part in it. The event received the attention of the
Honourable
Minister
of
Environment,
Forest
and
Climate
Change
Shri Prakash Javadekar.
The digital event began with an invocation on Nature in Sanskrit based on Yajur Veda by Dr
Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist F and ENVIS Coordinator. During the introductory remarks,
Kannan Warrier highlighted on the theme “Ozone for life: 35 years of ozone layer protection”.
The Montreal Protocol has led to the phase-out of 99% of ozone-depleting chemicals in
refrigerators, air-conditioners and many other products. Governments, scientists and
industries worked together for it. As a result, the abundance of Ozone Depleting Substances
in the atmosphere is declining and a recent study has indicated that the ozone layer is
recovering. And it is predicted that the ozone hole shall vanish by 2060 if we follow the
Montreal Protocol in the right sense, he added. India has been successfully implementing the
phase out programme for the Ozone Depleting Substances in the country wherein the
Chlorofluorocarbon, Carbon tetrachloride and Halons have been phased out. Dr Warrier
explained that India is one of the first countries in the world to develop a comprehensive
Cooling Action Plan (India Cooling Action Plan) that has a long-term vision to address the
cooling requirement across sectors and list out actions which can help reduce the cooling
demand. The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, which came into force, in 2019, will
work towards phasing down the hydrofluorocarbons also.
Dr C Kunhikannan, Director IFGTB while inaugurating the event spoke on impacts of ozone
depleting substances. He explained the causes and effects of the ozone layer depletion due
to various activities carried out by humans. He gave an insight into the importance of the
ozone layer and the need to protect this fragile shield of gas which protects the Earth from the
harmful ultraviolet radiations. The Director further urged all the citizens to actively take part in
meeting the goal to eradicate all ozone depleting substances.
An awareness poster highlighting the theme was released during the occasion and its digital
copies were shared with students and all the stakeholders. The Online event was also
attended by the Officer Trainees of Central Academy for State Forest Service (CASFOS),
Coimbatore. E- Certificates were awarded to all the participants of the online quiz
programme. Dr S. Vigneswaran, Programme Officer, ENVIS proposed the vote of thanks. The
event can be accessed at https://bit.ly/35DxA8w.

